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firmness, but were soon obliged to give way. Part CHAP.XXVI.
of the troops broken by the 38th retired into a well-
constructed field-work, but were so closely pursued
that they had not time to form for its defence, and
several hundreds perished at this spot, either pierced
by the bayonet, or drowned in vain attempts to
cross the river. When the Burmese general found
both his flanks attacked, while the centre was ap-
parently not threatened, he pushed forward a column
on the main road, in the direction of an eminence
crowned by a pagoda lying to the rear of the
British ; but the sight of the King's 89th in reserve
checked their progress and they returned.* It were
needless to enter further into the details of the en-
gagement of the 0th of February. From the mo-
ment when the enemy's line was broken the fortune
of the day was decided, and it is enough to record
that, notwithstanding the great disparity of numbers,
the result of the conflict was a decisive victory to
the weaker party, the enemy abandoning Pagahm
to the British, with all the stores, ordnance, arms,
and ammunition which it contained. The Burmese
on this occasion departed from their usual course
of fighting within barriers, and ventured to dis-
pute for victory in the open field. They met a
signal and disastrous defeat, and the Prince of
* Ife is not easy to reconcile the official report of this engage-
ment by Sir Archibald Campbell with that given by his military
secretary. Major Snodgrass, the letter representing the whole
force of the British attack as having been directed against the
enemy's centre. In the tot the official account has been, fol-